Despite higher spending, the availability of health care resources and the actual use of services in the U.S. were below most industrialized countries. The U.S. had fewer physicians, nurses, hospital beds, doctors' visits, and hospital days per capita than the median OECD country. It also had lower per capita utilization rates for physicians' visits and acute care bed days, as well as a lower average length of inpatient stay. This means U.S. prices for health resources are higher than other OECD countries, the authors say.
Rising Chronic Disease
Over the past century, acute and infectious diseases have become less prevalent in industrialized countries while chronic disease has become more prevalent. Chronic disease and mortality were high in the U.S. compared with other OECD countries, which the authors suggest "may be associated with the fact that a large proportion of the U.S. population was overweight or obese."
Recent studies confirm the rise in chronic disease. One found that Americans were more likely to have hypertension, diabetes, and arthritis than Canadians, while another found that Americans in late middle age were less healthy in seven categories of chronic disease than comparable English people.
Five of the most common chronic diseasesincluding diabetes, chronic lower respiratory disease, heart disease, hypertension, cancer, and HIV infection-are responsible for approximately half to two-thirds of deaths in most high-income countries. The combined share of the five diseases is highest in the U.S., accounting for about twothirds of all deaths in the country.
The U.S., however, does not necessarily have the highest mortality rates for all chronic diseases. A comparison of Australia, Germany, the U.K., and the U.S. shows that while the U.S. had the highest mortality rate for ischemic heart disease, Germany had the greatest mortality rate from cardiovascular disease, and German and U.K. rates for cancer were slightly greater than U.S. rates. Deaths result ing from HIV infection represent a small portion of all deaths overall across the four countries. 
